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Remember this imageƦthere is a quiz at the end!



What we will 
cover today

Å How to prepare art for hanging

Å How to handle artwork

Å How to stage or place art within  

a gallery space  &

Å How to hang an art piece



How to prepare art for hanging

Attach D clips 

1/4 to 1/3 from top                       
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Wrap wire through D clip two times

How to prepare art for hanging
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How to prepare art for 
hanging

Twist wire around pulling 

back toward D clip each 

rotation
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How to prepare art for 
hanging

When wire is pulled taut it 

should extend no higher 

than 3 inches below the 

top of the piece.   
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How to handle artworks

¶ Personal accessories, such as dangling
jewellery, mobile devices, shoulder bags,
etc ., should be removed because they can
snag on, hit or scratch the paint and frame
surface .

¶ Handle only one painting at a time.

¶ Painted edges, particularly in modern and
contemporary art, are considered to be an
integral part of the work . It is important to
avoid touching these Ơviewedơedges .

¶ To avoid transferring natural oils, moisture
and dirt from your hands onto the painting,
wear clean, well-fitting, lightweight cotton
or latex gloves .
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How to handle artworks

¶ Frames with polished or gilded surfaces must
also be handled with gloves because these
sensitive surfaces are susceptible to damage
from moisture .

¶ Do not hand the painting to another person .
Place it where the person can lift it in a
controlled manner .

¶ Never carry a painting by its hanging wire, by
the top of its frame or by any one side alone .

¶ When handling an unframed canvas painting,
ensure that hand pressure is not placed on the
canvas, either front or back, when lifting and
carrying it by its stretcher or strainer bars .

¶ Frames are most vulnerable at their corner joints .
If a framed painting is held along one side only,
the combined weight of frame and painting can
often pull the joints apart .

¶ It is preferable to carry a framed or unframed
painting with the front surface facing the
carriers .
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Analyse the work

Create a narrative story 
(chronologically, thematically, literally, 
etc.)  

OR
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How to stage artworks



Analyse the work

Group by theme, colour, size, pattern, line, 

shape, form etc. 

OR
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How to stage artworks



Analyse the work

Choose the focal piece(s) and weave 
the visual narrative path around that 
point    

OR
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How to stage artworks



Analyse the work

Juxtapose works visually or by theme

Art can become juxtaposed by merely 

placing two paintings side by side on a 

wall.  This would allow contrast, 

comparison, and even compliment from 

one to the other. 

OR
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How to stage artworks



Use the Closing Off Method

In this method, visualize lines that run 
horizontally or vertically between 
elements in the pieces.

Interior or exterior frame edges also 
can close off in a pleasing manner.  
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How to stage artworks
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How to hang artworks

Hang art so that the 
average viewer will be 
looking at the centre
of the piece.

For an 8 -foot wall that 
would be 58 inches 
off the floor. 




